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From the Morning PosrT, of Friday, 
January 4. 1788. 


SURGEONS' COMPANY. 
: =. 

AN affair came yeſterday under the inveſti- 
gation of this body, of a very intereſting kind 
tothe gentlemen of the Chirurgical Profeſſion, 
ud ſuch as, by the decifion that took place, 
vil tend to throw a new light upon the cha- 
nder of this Corporation; but whether ſo as 
much to raiſe its credit in the eſtimation of 
nankind, the Public will perhaps determine 
from the following PRs unexaggerated, re- 
cital.— 
A few months ago, Mr. Taylor of Fleet- 
ſheet, a member of this body, had the care of 
the child of a tradeſman in Fleet-market, who 
ms afflicted with a complaint commonly inci- 
dent to children; which he treated according 
to his judgement, and the uſual practice of his 
profeſſion. While the child (who is about two 


B Peears, 


„ Gas} 


years old) was under Mr. Taylor's care, Mr, 
Dale, of Hatton-garden, a member alſo of the 
ſame fraternity, ſaw the patient, and without 
the leaſt reſpect ta the feelings of the parents, 
or the domeſtic uneaſineſs he might occafion, 
at once aſſerted, that he caſe was of a venere] 
kind; and required a mode of treatment effen. 
tially different from that which Mr. Tay lor had 
purſugd. 

In conſequence of this nn from Mr. 
Dale, Mr. Taylor immediately induced the mo- 
cher totake the child to Mr. John Hunter, Whole 
high profeſfionial character in general, and par: 
_ ticular repute in venereal cafes, promiſed a de- 
finitive- judgment. The child was examined 
thetefore by Mt. John Hunter, after which th 

mother brought to Mr. Taylor, the following 
letter from Mr. Home, the brother · in- law of 
Mr. Hunter, a gentleman of diſtinguiſhed abi- 
lities in the Chirurgical Profeſfion, and a Mem- 


der of t . Cempany: 
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4 Mr. 0 bas exgmined the chili you ſent 


1440308 4 


2 Ja me, as well as myſelf; and it is his opinion 


as we 140 We, bal 2 Preſent appearances 
ie 
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« are certainly neither in themſelves venereal, nor 


M (6 i the ; remains of venereal ſymptoms. _ 
* Yours, &c. 


* | % E. HOME.” 

gl 17 his authority Ares Mr. Taylor to appeal 
fon the Corporation, under the ſanction of the 
_ þ * condition in the Ordinances of the 


en. . Feen: 
"had % XXIII. Ire. I. is 3 that * any 
Member of this Company, who ſhall practice 
Mr, WY Ourgery; or any part thereof, ſhall uſe any indi- 
elt means to take a patient out of the care or 
whola charge of any other Surgeon, Member of this 
Company (which indirect means is to be deter- 
\ de. ien by the Court of Aſſiſtants ; or ſhall uſe, 
nined WY publith, or utter any words in detraction of the | 
ch the or knowledge of ſuch Surgeon, relating to 
owinz i ls profeſſion, in whoſe hands or cure the ſaid 
aw of I Patent was, ſuch perſen ſhall, in either of the 
d abi: fad caſes, forfeit and loſe his freedom of this 
Company, or otherwiſe forfeit and pay ſuch a a 
{um (not'exceeding fifty pounds) as the Court 
of Aſſiſtants of this Company ſhall think fit.” | 
It is neceſſary however to obſerve, that Mr, 
Taylor, before he appealed to the Corporation, 
waited upon Mr. Dale, to expoſtulate with him 
* 4 1 ſo inconſiſtent with the liberal 
uy B 2 rde 
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practice of the profeſſion, and fo directly in yi. 
olation of an expreſs law of the Corporation, 
as he did not originally intend to make an ap- 
peal to the Company, which he was only in- 
_ duced to do by the behaviour of Mr. Dale, 
which was very far from ſhewing that he con- 
ceived his conduct im proper. 

In conſequence of Mr. Taylor's application to 
the Court, he, and Mr. Dale, received a ſum- 
mons to attend yeſterday, when the affair was | 
to be inveſtigated. It might chave been ex- 
pected that the appellant and reſpondent would 
have been brought face to face, that no allega- 
tions ſhould be made on either fide, which the 
other ſhould not have an opportunity of deny- 
ing, if ill-founded. . The parties, however, 
bvere not permitted to ſee each other; and their 
diſtinct teſtimonies were taken; though it is 
| evident, that if one of them had been diſpoſed 


do aſſert any thing to the prejudice of the 


other, and had ſupported ſuch aſſertions with . 
the moſt malignant falſchoods, the injured par- 
ty, not knowing the allegations, Im have no 
mode of refuting them. 

After an examination on both gdes, Mr. Tay- 
tor was called a ſecond time into the Court, 
ben the Maſter of the Company told pu 

at 


1 41 


* as the family to whom the child belonged, 
had thought proper to employ him afterwards, 
he had ſuſtained no injury; and therefore Mr. 
Dale had committed no offence. , Mr. Taylor 
ſtated, that he had loſt the particular caſe in 
. queſtion, though he was otherwiſe employed 
by the family ; declaring, that all he defired 
from the Court was, that Mr. Dale ſhould re- 
ceive a reprimand for the ſake of example, 
that ſuch a practice ſhould not gain ground 
among the profeſſion, or obtain the leaſt coun- 
tenance from ſo reſpectable a Corporation. 
| It was in vain, however, that Mr. Taylor 
made this requiſition ; the . Maſter recom- 
mended harmony between him and Mr. Dale; 
and to prevent further argument, declared that 
wer the Court had broke up. 3 
II is unneceſſary to make any comment upon 
tis tranſaction, as the facts ſpeak ſufficiently 
for themſelves; though for the credit of a pro- 
feſſion of the utmoſt utility to mankind, it is 
to be wiſhed that they may always be protected 
in their privileges; as a large ſum attends ad- 
> miſſion i into the Corporation, and as they con- 


nue to pay fees as long as they remain Mem- 


bers, i in order that all their rights may be pro- 
perly ſupported ; particularly too, as no man 
f 2 nip: -* 


ESI 
may hereafter be able to exerciſe his profeſſion 


with advantage to himſelf, if any arts of ſup- 
plantation are ſuffered to prevail. 


+} 


30:8 rs, Wa 8, 1788. 
Mr. Korte, . | 


| IN your paper a. Fader laſt, the affair re- 
ſpecting a Tradeſman's Child in Fleet- market, 
was ſo egregiouſly, miſtepreſented, that juſtice 
calls upon you to inſert the following account, 

in order that the Public may be enabled to 
form a right opinion concerning it. 

In Auguſt laſt, the child was brought to me 
by the mother, for my advice; on examining 
the caſe, and aſking a few queſtions, I did not 
heſitate to make known to her, that there was 
the greateſt reaſon to ſuſpect an injury of a cer- 
tain-nature ;. and that nothing but a careful 
courſe of Mercury would cure the diſcaſe. 1 
told her I. was ſorry to give her cauſe of unea- 
_ * finefs, but had no reaſon to ſuppoſe the com- 

plaint originated with her or her huſband, as 


WC 
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L * 


we daily ſee lamentable inſtances of the diſeaſe 
being communicated to infants in various 
ways. I had, a few weeks before, been em- 
ployed by the family, much to their ſatisfac- 
tion, which induced the parents to apply to 
me on this occaſion; and a caſe thus volunta- 
rily preſented, I certainly could not refuſe to 
take under my care. The mother, then inform- 
ed me, that ſhe had made uſe of ſome oint - 
ment and waſh, by the direction of Mr. Taylor, 
in Fleet - ſtreet, to whom the had applied at 
firſt, on account of a complaint i in the Child's 
eye. I ſhall here obſerve, that it is no un- 
common thing for à family to employ differ- 
ent practioners on different occaſions. g 
A week after this, on my return home from 
Fg viſiting a number of patients, I found Mr. Tay- 
lor in my houſe, who. accoſted me with ſo. 
much loquacity, that i was under the. neceſſity 
of telling him, I had not then ſufficient leiſure 
to hear him; but aſſured him he had taken up 
the matter on a miſtaken ground. This was an- 
 ſwered by a torrent of abuſive language; and 
| producing a paper of my medicine, declared I 
had both miſtaken the diſeaſe, and given a 


| remedy | which, was that the-caſe, would not 
| e. 


Sur⸗ 
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Surpriſed at ſuch unparalleled behavour, I 


communicated the circumſtances to Mr. An- 


dree, Surgeon to the Magdalen Hoſ pital, who 


bad ſeen the caſe, and conſidered it in the ſame 
light withimyſelf ; and likewiſe to Dr. Willan, 


Phyfician to the Fihſbury and Public Diſpen- 
faries, who recommended me to procute an 
unprejudiced opinion from Mr. Pearſon, Sur- 
geon to the Lock Hoſpital, as a competent 
Judge of the caſe. All theſe gentlemen una- 
nimouſly coincided in my opinion, as well 


reſpecting the nature of the diſeaſe, as the me- 
thod for cure. After this, when the cure of 
the child was nearly completed {and not ſo imme- 
diately as ſpecified in the narrative of Friday laſt} 
Mr. Taylor prevailed on the mother to take it 
to Meſſrs. Hunter and Home, whoſe letter he 
has inſerted, but without any date,” | 


Notwithſtanding the deſervedly high pro- 
feſſional character of Mr. Hunter, and Mr. Tay- 
lor's utmoſt efforts, the mother ob/tinately per- 


fiſted in following my directions, and in a ſhort 


time, by means of the very ſame medicine firſt 
preſctibed, the child was reftored w o perfe | 


health. 
From this wan and fair account it is evi- 


dent, that 1 did not uſe any indirect means to 
4 | | cc take 
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« take a patient out of the care or charge of 
« any other Surgeon ;” and fo far from“ uſing 
« publiſhing, or uttering any words in detrac- 
« tion of the art or knowledge of ſuch Surgeon,” 
that 1 did not even mention his name or the 
Child's Caſe, till his eonduct compelled me to 
at in my own defence. 
The xxiii Ordinance of the Corporation not 
being applicable, and Mr. Taylor's aſſertions 
being unſupported by any evidence, the Court there- 


fore diſmiſſed the urs without one difſent- 
"g voice. | 


— © | 
6; 1902. e DALE, 
1 
. . et. | 2 Janne) 9, * : 
Mx. Eniron, 


Taz een of ladididuale; in potwnid, 
tend only to render each party ridiculous, and 
ue indeed chiefly on ſuch ſubjects as are be- 
death the attention of the public. For this 
son, 1 ſhould have thought the iUiberal con- 
Wt. - .C | duct 


i 1 


duft of Mr. Dale, and my reſentment of it, equal 
ly unworthy of public notice, if I had not 
conceived : that the decifion of the Court of. 
Aſſiſtants of the Surgeons Company, before 
whom I thought it proper to ſubmit this mat- 
ter, was likely to mfluence the credit of a te- 
ſpectable claſs of the community, to which I 
belong, and which, I think, it is therefore 
my duty to aup post to the utmoſt of my 


Power. 

As Mr. Dale 155 thought proper to call the 
account of the affair which appeared in your 
paper of Friday laſt an egregious miſtepreſentation, 
I feel myſelf bound» to ſupport that account, 
as it was in every reſpe& incontrovertibly true, 
I ſhall therefore trouble the public with a re- 
gular narrative of the whole tranſaction, and 
leave the candid and impartial to form their 
own opinions as to the conduct of the indivi- 
| duals concerned in it. 

In Auguſt laſt, I attended the child of 2 


tradeſman in Fleet-market, which was a female. 


rin of twoiyears old, of à very delicate con- 
ſtitution. The particular diſorder which I was 
called - upon by the parent to examine upon 


this occaſion, was a. fight excoriation of the geni- 


al, à very common nnn in children of 


2 


2 . n h a ſcro» ; 


1 


c crophulous habit, which this child's general. 
appearance indicates. I judged it neceſſary to 
attend to the child's. general. health; and for 
this particular ſymptom, . adminiſtered a Satur- 

me Ointment, and, afterwards a Lotion of the 

fame nature, beſides..a ſuitable adminiſtration, 
| of the bark, which for the. moſt part removed 
the appearance. The ſymptoms again ſlightly, 

| recurring, the ſame. prediſponent cauſes pre- 
ruling, the mother, from au anxiety natural, 
to parents, carried the child to Mr. Dale for 
kis opinion. Mr. Dale, as was ſtated in the, 

ſormer account, pronounced it at once Vene- 
ral, but not with the caution, delicucy, and teu- 

e, which his own repreſentation implies; 

for og her enquiring with alarm and ſurpriſe, 

hom it could ariſe, according to her own teſ - 
timony, his words exactly were He never 

* meddled with family matters.” After this 

interview between the mother and Mr. Dale, 

[called to ſee the child, and while the mo- 

ther. was relating the circumſtances of Mr. 

Dales behaviour, I accidentally faw Mr, Andree 

pling by, whom I I therefore called in, and 

whoſe opinion I requeſted. Mr. Andree exa- 
mined the child in the preſence of the mother | 

md myſelf, and at that time declared, he could 

| C2 | | nog 
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1 
not undertake to aſſert that there Were any Venerea! 
dppearances. As a farther juſtification, how. 
ever, of my own character, I induced the mo. 


ther, as was before ſtated, to take the child to 
| Mr. John Hunter, and in conſequence of 
which ſhe brought from Mr. Home the 
letter before publiſhed, which contains the 
decĩ led teſtimony of Mr. John Hunter 
and Mr. Home, under the authority of 


the latter, that there was no Venereal appearance 
whatever in the child's complaint. It ſhould be 


obſerved, that Mr. Dale, finding I was not 
quietly diſpoſed to have my judgment brought 
in queſtien, and of courſe. my practice in- 
jured, took Mr. Andree with him for another 
examination of the caſe, and upon the ſecond 
view, Mr. Andree delivered a different opinion. 
Upon this, I confidered it as neceſſary to make 
an appeal to the juſtice of the Court of Afliſ- 
tants of the Surgeons* Company, as I had one 
of its own poſitive ordinances to ſupport me. 
The mode of enquiry which took place in that 
Court is already known ; but I muſt be per- 
mitted again to remark, that, on the inveſti- 
« gation, I was not ſuffered to relate my ftory 
before Mr. Dale, or to hear what he ſaid in 
defence of himſelf, or even to fir bim. The 
public will form their own opinion of this 

Stare 


LE 


Star-Cbamber mode of inquiſition. It is ob- 
vious, however, that I ought to have been ſe- 
verely reprimanded by the Court, if I had 


brought a frivolous accuſation, or Mr. Dale, if 
my complaint was ell founded. | 


It is now proper to mention a few particu- 


lars which Mr. Dale has omitted. Mr. Dale 
did not attend the family, as he aſſerts; for I 
had been employed ſame months before, and 
Mr. Coxhead, of Holborn, for two years before 


me ; and when the mother called on Mr. Dale, 


he ſent his boy to watch her home, in order 


to diſcover where ſhe lived, as he was 'ragly un- 


acquainted with ber, 


Mr, Dale, in his letter, thinks it neceſſary 


to ſpeak in high terms of the abilities of Mr. 
John Hunter; but it is proper to ſtate, that 
upon his firſt hearing Mr. John Hunter's opini- 


on from the mother, he obſetved, as/heinformedme, 


that Mr. Hunter would often not admit ap- 


6 pearances to be venereal, till the noſes of the 
patients dropped off.” Mr. Dale brings the 


opinion of Mr. Andree, Dr. Willan, and Mr. 


Pearſon, to ſupport him. But Mr. Andree dif- 


5 2 fered from his firſt aſſertion; therefore I had 
as much reaſon to bring his firſt opinion in my 


behalf, as Mr. Dale his ſubſequent one; and 


Dr. 
\ 


Dr, Willen, according to Mr, Dale's account, 
ſeems to have given no opinion at firſt, but 

referred Mr. Dale to the judgment of Mr. Pear- 
ſon, his colleague at the Public Diſpenſary ; and, 
after Mr. Pearſon had given his opinion, the. 
Doctor adopted it. Mr. Dale is perfectly ſilen 
as to the teſtimony of Mr. Home, though all 
who know that gentleman entertain a high re- 
ſpect for hi judgment, and think him at leaſt 
as competent to decide on my part, as any of 
_ thoſe on the part of Mr. Dale. Mr. Dale ac- 
cuſes me ol loquacity, . and. i it is no Wonder, as 
it was the object of my diſcourſe to expoſtu- 
late on his own improper conduct, Mr. Dale 
alſo charges me with having“ poured, forth 
5 a torrent of abuſive language.” That I 
" eas provoked by his impertinence, and the 
ruſtic vulgarity which characteriſed his man- 
ner, to intimate, that 1 might probably pull 
him by the noſe, if he proceeded, I readily ac- 
knowledge; and if this hint had nqt produced 
an immediate reformation in his behaviour, it 

is very likely I ſhould have heen raſh enough 
to have executed ſuch an intention. 

I ſhall now conclude this troubleſome alter- 
cation, and ſhall not intrude on the public 
again, unleſs I ſhould be forced by future 

5 . miſre - 
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E 15 1 
preſentations of Mr. Dale, to vindicate my on 
chalacter. a 

It ſhould be obſerved, however, that Mr. | 
Pale, finding I had made an appeal to the 
Court, far from expecting the deciſion that 
actually took place, and being ſeriouſly appre- 
henfive as to the event, endeavoured to intimi- 
date me from proceeding, by reporting amongſt 
medical men, that if I did, he would com- 
mence a proſecution againſt me for inſulting 
him in his own houſe. | 

No. 29, Fleet-fireet, 4 FE TAYLOR; | 

Jan. 8, 1788. 

p. S. The date of Mr. Home's letter, which 
was omitted by accident, and which omiſſion 
is fo ridiculouſly commented upon by Mr. 
* was Sept. 4, 1787. 7 N 


15 : 7 | | Thurſday, 
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| Thurſday, January 10, 1788, 
Ma. Epi rok. Fi "© 
IN my letter of yeſterday, through. hafte, T 
forgot to ftate that the period at which I gave 
the Bank, was on the recurrence of the ſymp- 
toms, which I found was during the time Mr. 
Dale was effaying his mode of treatment ; and 
from the operation of Bark in ſimilar caſes, 1 
verily believe it was that medicine which 
principally accompliſhed the e 

J. We. 

January 9, .1788, 2 4 


 Mondey, January 145 1788. 

Mx. Epirtos, 
I THINK it unneceſſary to ſay much in an- 
| anſwer to the letter inſerted in your paper of 
Wedneſday laſt. Mr. Taylor has there ſuffici- 
ently expoſed himſelf, and bis own diſpoſition. 
| His narrative, I am ſorry to ſay, is untrue in 
almoſt every Punk. - For inſtance, he ſays, 
IT * er 
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te I never attended the family; whereas, ac- 
cording to my books, I had. an attendance on the 
father of the child from the 11th of April to 
the zd of May laſt; therefore the account of 
« ſending a boy to watch the mother home,” 
zs as ridiculous as it is devoid of foundation. I 
have two creditable witneſſes (my, aſſiſtants) 
one of whom has been a Member of the Surge 
ons Company ſeven years, who are ready to 
take their oaths in conformation of what I now 
ay, as well as to the truth of my whole former 
ſtatement, inſerted in your paper of Tueſday: 
laſt, It will appear form this, what credit 
ſhould be given to Mr. Taylor in other parts 
of his narrative, for he produces no evidence 
beyond his own aſſertions. From the date of 
Mr. Home's letter, I can nowinform the pub- 
ie, that the child had been under a powerful 
courſe of mercury a fortnight before Mr. Hun- 
ter and Mr. Home ſaw it. Independantly of 
other circumſtances, this is a ſufficient reaſon. 
why they might not at that time obſerve any 
marked appearances. Mr. Andree, Dr. Willan, 

and Mr. Pearſon, Surgeon to the Lock Hoſpi- 
tal, who examined the caſe in a more recent 
ſtate, were fully of my opinion. as to the na- 
ture of it. That opinion was given by each 
D ſepa- 


cu) 


3 without any one wh influenced 
by another; as Mr. Taylor would infinuate, 

No one. furely can doubt of theſe gentlemens 

ſkill, or opportunities of ſeeing ſuch unplea- 
ſant caſes in their public line of practice. 

With regard to the laſt paragraph of Mr. Tay- 
lor's letter, I muſt obſerve, that inſtead of 
reporting that if he appealed to the Court, 
I would commence 2 proſecution againſt 
him, with à view to intimidate him from 
4 proceeding,” I told Mr. Taylor himſelf, as 
well as others, that if he did not bring it to 
à decifion there, as he had threatened, I cer- 
_ tainly ſhould proſecute. him in a Court of Law, 

not for inſulting me in my own houſe (which, 
he did amply; as appears from his laſt letter) 
but for injuriouſly defaming my character: in 

various quarters. 

As to Mr. Taylor's reflections on the Maſter, 
Wardens, and Court of Aſſiſtants of the Sur- 
geons Company, in conſequence of his being 
_ diſappointed in their decifion, it is not incum- 
bent on me to ſay any thing. That decifion was 
ſüurely without prejudice, and the public are 
left to conſider, whether they ought to be in- 

2 r * Gow e by that reſpecta · 

8 ble 
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ple body, or by ſuch an ndivadual a8 Mr. 


Taylor. Gu 
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1 January 16, t 
Mx. Epirch, 


'T; HE diſpute between Mr. Dale 3 15 
already taken up too much of ydur paper, and 
therefore I ſhould not prolong it, if new miſre- 
{preſentations and ſubterfuges, on his party did 
| not render ĩt neceſſary. I thinł ĩt muſt ſuffi - 
riently appear, that to deprive me of a patient, 
he had the impudence to call my profeſſſonal 
knowledge in queſtion, and the meanneſs to de- 
| ſcend to the dirty practice of 'cireumvention. 1 
Mr. Dale, finding he cannot juſtify himſelf on ; | 
|; theſe points, endeayours to lead the public at- | i 
tention from the main object of controverſy, to 
eircumſtances of little importance to the real 
8 matter in diſpute. I have, however, ſuch a re- 
- bes for the public, thit I till nr think any 
D 1 /7 thing 
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+ «thing beneath my attention, that may poſſi. 
dl tend to affect my credit in its eſtimation, 
even if it proceeds from one I hold in ſuch per- 

fect contempt as Mr. Dale. 
M. Dale, in his firſt letter, aſſerted, that 
cc he attended the family much to their ſatisfac- 
6 tion,” and in anſwer. to my expoſure of this 
pretext, by ſtating the attendance of Mr. Cox- 
head, of Holborn, for two years, and my own 
for ſeveral months, he offers to bring the oaths 
of his two affiſtants to prove he had * an at- 
tendance on the father of the child.” 1 ſince 
find I was deceived in ſuppoſing that Mr. Dale 
had no ſort of connection with the family, as 
the father" really did apply to him, on account 
of a cold: this 1 am happy to acknowledge, as 
Jam glad Mr. Dale has, at leaſt, ſome truth on 
his ſide; but it is neceſſary to remark how Mr. 
- Dale changes his terms, from attending tbe 
family much to their ſatisfaction, to an at- 

tendance on the father” on p. 

The next circumſtance noticed in Mr. Due O 
- Tetfer, is the opinion of Mr. John Hunter on 
the child's caſe, which he aſſerts was not given 
till after-the child had been under a ** porperful 
- courſe of mercury” for a; fortnight ; by which he 
| evidently * N the ſymptoms: might 
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have varied much in their appearance. It ks 
proper to ſtate, however, that Mr. Hunter, 
and Mr. Home, aſſerted, that the appear- 
ances of the child's complaint were certainly 
neither in 7hemſelves venereal, nor the remains of 
venereal ſymptoms;“ and the contemptuous 
manner in which Mr. Dale ſpoke of Mr. Hun- 
'ter's judgment, when Mr. Dale aſſerted, that 
that gentleman would not admit appearances | 
to be venereal, till the noſes. of his patients dropped 
fully evinces that, notwithſtanding his 
prewerful courſe, he thought there were ſtill ſuf- 
ficient appearances ta prove the caſe -yenereal, 
Af Mr; Hunter had know ledge ſufficient to diſ- 
cover them. Mr. Dale prudently, however, 
forgets that Mr. Andree had, at my requeſt, 
examined the caſe at an earlier period; and that 
Mr. Aridret's"- firſt opinion was in my fayour, 
From Mr. Dale's firſt letter, it alſo appears, 
that Dr. Willan, when he examined the caſe, 
teferred to the deciſion of Mr. Pearſon, inſtead 
of giving any opinion himſelf, which ſhews 
that the Doctor was, at leaſt, doubtful of the 
matter, and was not coruincnd that the caſe. was 
venereal, till Mr. Pearſon had determined his 
| judgment. The Doctor's adoption, however, | 
:a0d-Me. Andree's ſcoud- opinion; Mir. Dale, - 
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fiders as good evidence in his favour, in oppo- 
ſition to the enlightened teſtimony of Mr. 
Hlunter and Mr, Home. | 
Mr. John Hunter's character ſtands fo high 
an the eſtimation of mankind, as to profeſſional 
Judgment and private integrity, that to thoſe 
-who. know him, no diſtruſt can be entertained of 
either; and to thoſe who do not, it is neceflary 
_ to'ubſerve; that I never had the honour of be- 
ing acquainted with him, or — a 0. | 
OA with him in my life. 
The laſt mifrepreſentation in Mr. Dale s re: 


. ty; refers to my afſertion, that he had en- 


Aeavdbured to intimidate me from proceeding, 
<by repeating, chat if I did, he would commence 
A proſecution agiinſt me, for inſulting: him in 

his dwn houſe.” Mr. Dale, in oppoſition to 
Allez aſſerts, that he had reported, if I. Aid not 
procged, he would ptoſecute me in a court of 
law for defamation. To this I aſſert, and am 
ready to moke bath, that Mr. Dale met me in 


. ne Dreet, juſt after the diſpute, and, as I was 


paſſing him in filent contempt, he. aſked me 
whether T intetided to bring it before the Com- 
*pany; as 1 had previouſly aſſured him I would; 

For; in that caſe, he would certainly proſecute 


we; and, — a 8. a 
Non milder 
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milder experiment, to ſettle the matter by ar- 
bitration; and Mr. Hurlock, Surgeon, of St. 
Paul's Church-yard, very kindly interpoſed in 
the buſineſs; and when I met him, ſoon after, 
he told me he was going to call on me, for * 
purpoſe of recommending an accommodation, 
and begged me to drop the matter, as Mr. Dale 
would certainly commence an action againſt 
me, if I proceeded to call him to the Court of 
Surgeons. The whole of this evidently ſhews, 
that Mr. Dale was, as I at firſt obſerved, © far 
from expecting the deciſion that actually took 
Place, and ſeriouſly apprehenfive as to the 
event of an inveſtigation into his conduct. 
That Mr. Dale really meant to intimidate 
me by the terrors of law, I truſt will appear 
evident from the teſtimony of Mr. Hurlock, 
0 well as from what paſſed in his interview 
{wich me; and I have authority to ſay, that in- 
capable of a manly reſentment, and with a mean- 
' neſs inſeparable from his nature, he is, at this 
moment, deſpicably upon the watch, that if any 
| haſty expreffion- ſhould drop from me, in the 
” courſe of our epiſtolary conteſt, he may take a 
Legal advantage of it. | 
Mr. Dale, in concluſion, charges me with 

"having caſt refleQions on the Court of Sur- 


geons; 
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geons; but Mr. Dale knows that I contented 
myſelf with: ſtating the facts reſpecting its very 
extraordinary moge of trial, and left the world at 
large to deduce its own conclufions, as to the 
equity that might-be rp ee to _ 
a juriſdiction. » 4 

- T ſhall,” for the ON take EM of- Mr. 
Dale, with adviſing him to endeavour to pro- 
mote his ſucceſs in life, by the fair exerciſe of 
his own powers, uch as they are; to think 


circumyention unworthy the liberal profeſſion 


he belongs to:; and to check the aſcendaricy of 
leve of money over his mind, left it ſhould here- 
after precipitate him into a more diſgaceful 


predicament, if . chan he is en 


in at preſent. 4 e 
Fleet. ſtreet . * TAYLOR. 
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